The standard treatment of all wounds and Ulcers in India at present depends upon some orm 0f chlorine solution for its mainstay, with frequent application of dressings. In children, I mix an equal portion of boracic acid powder with the magnesium sulphate to take the sting out of the first dressing. Since the introduction of sulphonamide and sulphapyridine preparations, I have used them with the treatment freely, where indicated, without any bad result. Naturally, wounds of the face or jaw opening the buccal or lingual mucous membrane cannot be given those drugs. However, these cases respond particularly well to magnesium sulphate treatment, and it is rarely necessary to think of giving sulphonamide.
I contend that here is a simple, always available, cheap, most effective and efficient dressing, employing and aiding Nature's forces in the process of eliminating infection and of promoting rapid sound healing?a dressing allowing the practice of all first principles, a dressing based on the application of physiological knowledge rather than on cult, or fashion, or prejudice, a type of dressing worthy at least of the attention and trial of any thinking surgeon.
